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PART!IV
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

NOTIFICATION
KARACH& THE torH DECEMBER, 2ot9

NO.PAS/LEGIS-B.20/2019-The SIndh Reproductive Healthcare Rights
Bill, 2019 having been passed by the provinclat Assembly of Slndli on
13"' No{ember, 2019 and assented to by the coverno; of Sindh on
?9s.November, 2019 is he;eby pubtished as un n.t ,f ii,u- L"giri"i;
uf SIndh-

THE SINDH REPRODUCTIVE HEALTHCARE RIGHTS ACT. 20T9

SINDH ACT NO. XV OF 2019

f:t
lo fgci'ilole reproduclive heollhcore qnd promote

reproduclive heolih riohis in the Province of Sindh.

, WHEREAS il is expedienl lo fqcilitoJe reproduciive heollh Preomble.
r_ore ond promole reproduclive heolth core righls in lh6 Pr'ovinco
of Sindh.

. ll is hereby enocted os followsi

. l. {ll lhis Act moy De colled lhe Sindh RForoduclive Heotlhcore Short iifle,
Righis Act. 2019. extenslon ond

{2) lt shollextend io ihe whole ollhe province.of sindh, commencemenl 
l

(3) lt shsli come into force ol once.
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Definillon3. 2. h ihis Aci, unless there is onylhing repugnonl in lhe subjecl
or conle)(t -

(i) "choice" meons lo decide freely os how to monoge
rePlrrduciive life;

(ii) "confidenliqlity" meons to ossule nol lo disclose or
shore ony personol informoiion reloiing io
reproduclive heollh wilh olhels;

(iii) "conlinuity" meons o constont process of receiving .

reproduclive heolth core services for lilelimej

(ivj "discriminqtion" meons o;y exclusion, reslriclion or
. orbitlory dislincijon, mode on the bosls of sex hoving

etfecl oI purpose of impqiring or nullifying lhe
recognilion or exercise by women ond hen,
irteipeclive ol moritol slolus, in th.e polilicol,
economic, soclql, culturol, civil or ony oiher field.

lvl "gendel perspective" meons the beliefs, rol9s. volues

ond behoviors whiih evolve for sociqlizolion of men
ond women bY cullure ond society;

lvi) "Govenmenl" meons lhe Governmenl ol Sindh;

(vil) "informolioo" meons lhe knowledge of benefits ond
ovoilobiiity ot reproduclive heolth core services ond
heollhco:e righls in this regord;

{viii) "informed consent" meons 'lhe possibility ond
opportunity to mr:ke o respohsible decilion bosed on
comprehensive informolion, free from coercion or
violence;

{ix) "molernol morbidity ond mortoliiy" meons pregndncy
relqted ill heolth ond deoths of women in o ploce ond
ot o lime;

{x) "prescribed" meons prescribed by rules;'

(xi) "privocy" meons 1o hove o confideniiol envkonment
during counseling ond services reloting lo
rbproduclive heolth ond heolth core righls;

(xii) "reproductive hecilth" meons ci slole of complele
physicol, mentol ond sociol wellbeing, bul does not

' merely meon the obsence of diseose ond infirmily, in
otl molters reloling lo the reproductive system, its
functions ond processes;



(xiii) "reproductive. heolth core providers" meons pLiblic' 
ond privoie institutions which offer reproductive heolth
ccre services os well os the sloff which is working with
such inslilulions;

{xiv) "reproductive righl" meons the right of o couple.to
reoch lhe highesl level of reproductive heolth, withoul
discriminotion, coercion ond violence; ond

(xv) "rules" meons the rutes ond regulotions mode under' lhis Act.

{xvi) "regulolions" meons the regulolions mode under lhis

Acl.

3" Bosic Principles. - The focilitotion of reproduclive heollh
core ond promolion of reproduclive heolih core righls in lhe
Province of Sindh sholl be in olcordonce wilh the following bosic
principles:

i) men ond women ore lhe subject of reproductive heollh
core ond ihey ore joinlly involved ond responsible for
porenting ond ore equolly entitled lo occess lo
informolion reloting to reproduciive heollh core ond
reproduciive rights;

ii) there is o need [or developing public oworeness which
prevents moteirnol deolhs ond suffering of women ond
children.

Promollon ol
Reproduclive
Heolthcole Rlghls
Acceplonce ol focls.

4.(1)The right ot reproductive
promoted -

heolihcore informotion sholl be 
:ffi:l:?J:

' heolthcore rights.

lo)by providing reproductive heolthcore informotion, which
provides oworeness regdrding mentol ond physicol

' heolth ond wellbeing of individuols ond fomilies, ond' rollows ihe service users to moke oll alecisions on lhe bosis

of full, Iree, ond informed cbnsent;

(b)lhrough porentol responsibility, which ossures the right ol
porent os educotors;

{c)by including reproductive heolih educolion io the
curriculum ol the secondory ond higher secondory
school levels os " life skills".



{2) The right to gender neulrol infor'motion sholl be promoted-

(olby occesi to informotion reloted to the reproductive
righh ond responsibiliiies with o gender perspec'live,

which. ls free from stereoiype, discriminolory, coercive
ond obscurontist customs ond is presenled in on

objectiYe ond Plurolistic monner;

.. (b)by recognilion thot the couple hove the' righ'i to' ''iniormolion 
whether to siorl or plon ci fomily including

spocing, liming ond lhe number of lheir children;

{c)by public oworeness on the prevolence ond impoct of
. 

- 
moioiAlty ond morl.olity ond ovoilobility 

. 
of medicol

science lo preveni lhis suffering.

(3)The righl to equolity ond to be free from oll lorms of

discriminotion sholt be promoted by ensuring thol-

(o) no person is discrirninoted in lheir reproductive lives' in' 
occess to se.rvices ond informotion on the grounds of
roce, color, sex; creed, sociol stolus, religion or ony

olher orilerio of discriminolion;

{b} oll women nove the right to

discr;minolion in sociol, domestic

spheres.by reosons of pregnoncies or

prescribed";

lcl etiminotion of oll discriminotion ogoinsl eilher gender in

heolth core ond providing fomily plonning servlces;

' (d) oll persons hove o righl lo moke independelt, d.3cisions
'-' obtut lheir reproductive rights ond ihe right io nove

Ju.itions resPected bY olhers;

(e) women ore empowered for lheii reproductive well-

beihg.

{4) AII persons sholl hove the risht to be li:e,fr-?lll]'^t:y"*
tio ro'oe protected from sexulllv tronsmitted diseoses sueh os

iivjnios-tJpl. sexuol ossouil' sexuol obuse' sexuol hbrossment

ona otner foims of gender-bosed Vlolence'

prolection from
or en:iployment
molherhood "os



l

5.(l )The need.of reproductive heolthcore sholl

the {ollowing order:-

be occepled in Promolion ond
Focllilolion ol

' ReProducllve

lil io orovide quolity reproductive heol'thcore through Heolthcore services

shoit ono long term efforis comprising omong others' to

professionoliz; obstetric core, emergency obstelric ond

neonolol core;

{ii) to lmprove reproduclive heollhcore syitems' porliculorly

in the primory heolth core sector:

Iiii) to reoch underserved persons by increosing occess io
" tne disodvontoged ond vulneroble by slrenglhening

the oosic heotth uniti, 'Turol heolth centers"' MCH

Centres, Fsmirv Welfore Centers for the provision of

t"-iiv pf""ning, maternol"ond neonotol heolthcore' in

oddition to other services;

(iv) 1o supporl in diverse woys ond meons' provision of '

fomily Plonning services;

{v) lo meel heolth needs or requiremenls of men ond

women bY or through

(o) fdmily plonrring services tor prevention of unsofe

ond unPlanned Pregnoncies; '

:r); oi)servo,..' I Wor'cl Heollh Orgoriizol'on (WHO)

'I,"nJnjo. ,,' onle-no1ol. inier-nolol ond posl notol

core in,--luOing pbst oboriion core which reduces

tt e inciclence., iuch os involuntory miscorrioge ond

io in.r"n," occess to skillecl birth oiiendonts;

r.i .n\Uritrc rrre Service lloining lo orl reproouciive
' ' il;;il -core p'ou'tlers Dy including it in Jhe

cuI'culum of lreollncole prcvlders utru

'cc,nrnrunil es

luclive heolthcore selvices shollo Jn" tocil'i 1ion of ref)ro(

rc c.,s on lhe f orlowing nonlely:-

ReptoductiYe
heollhcore 5ervice3.

[o) provision of f ull ronge of iniegroted services including

fo.rily plonning *"nl(]n tnoti oddress the mo'lernol 
.

moriolitY ond morbiditY;

(b) provision of quolity f omily plonning services,lhrough o

'-' lons" of mixed methoit which moy include.shorl

i;;, long tenn ond permonent meihods', ond olso

i""rri"i #w methods bosed oh inf ormed choice ohd

llrot the tocilitieS ore visible to the communities

thioL'gn oelter promolion ond bronding:



I

(c)

id)

broodening the scope of Fomily Plonning ond/or

B"oioOuct;-ue Heollh.services to vorious geogrophicol

;J;;;i;ou";;f tosk shillins model so thoi rhe mid

i"-u.l;' *oir"" ore involved in provision of services

wnere needed;

nrovision of services to reduce lnfoni ond neonotol

[-r"a"lilr. i"ii"oit prelerm ond stillbirlhs' oll of which

"i. l"i..l to muttiple pregnoncies wiihout birth

spocing:

(e) skengtheninf,tne rep'oduttive heolth coie system to

ensure quolity servlces oy lhe reproduclive heolth

nroviders which moy encouroge intormed choice. ono

lre ctiren in on environment of dignily' conlldenllollly

ond continuitY;

ril Fn(,rino commodity security ond susioinobility so thol
t ' il;; iino divuption in thd provision ot Ieproducirve

heollh cole selvices;

(g) troining 01 reproductive heollh core providers 10 be

ncn.ler sensilive ond lo reflecl user perspeciive lo lhe

ignt to ptiuo.y ond confidentiolily ond olso lrQrnlng In

ini.rp.r.ionot ond communicotion skills;

rhl enforcernent of Ine public sector opproved Monuol

on f omily Plorrnirg Slon'lords:

lil focusing and priorrllzin'l lhe developmenl oncl

" ;i;;;,,'.]'ng ot' the pririorv heolrh core seclor in

i.'i.t'.i ,t "occess ond orloldobililv in reproduciive

f'eolih core;

ons sholl hove the benetit ofli\ recoonizinq ihot oll Pers

"' Jn?"o..it" I ovoitobte reproduclive heolihcore-

i".]lniL-g;-intrr.;dins thoi reloiing io infertiliy llti:
t.i. ."i' rt"" f rom gender discriminollon 'oltt ' ':''"lrroi tn"" be subieci to medicol triols reloted 

^1o
ffi;r;;; 

- 
neoltncore wilhoui their full' rree'

iniormeo ond wriiten consenl;

{k} provision'.r':.?':9:Xl;:,,ffi"J:::l? ;:#;":,i:
oersons in PrivocY ono

lt*"^ in"r."tt 
't 

kePt contidenliol;

lll monoging lhe reproduclive lite of oll persons hoving

' ' ,egord io The rights of oihers;



(m) response 1o disosler situolions by Governmenl, which
sholl include the provision of the Minimum lnitiol- Service Pockoge on Sindh Reproductive Heollh in
crises, ond

{n) no person sholl be subjected to forced sexuol
inlercourse, pregnoncy, slerilizolion, obortion or birlh
control.

I
7. (l ) The Heolth ll qn6 Populotion Deportmenis of the
Governmeni sholl'Ue responsib,e for oversighl'of this Act ond sholl
give effect to ihe Srbvisions herein lhrough oll concerned public
seclor orgonizolions ond public-CSO-prjvote porlnership ond
privote orgonizotions.

(2) The Heolih Deportmen, in consulloljon with ony other
Deportmenl sholl loy before the Provinciol Assembly. on Annuol
Report regording the progress of lhe implemehlolion ot lhe
provisions of lhis Ac1

8. Governmenl moy moke rules for corrying out the purposes
of lhis Act.

9. The provisions of this Act sholl hcve effeci noiwithstonding
onything controry contoined in ony other low, for the iime being
ln force.

10. lf cny difficully orises in giving eflecl to the provisions of this
Act, the Government moy, by order published in the officiol
Gozette, moke such provision not inctrnsisteni wiii! ihe provisions
of lhis Act, os oppeor to il to be necessorl or ,'ri-r(idienl for
removing the difficulty.

Heollh ond
Populolion
Deporlmenls lo
enforce lhe
provisions of lhe
Acl.

Power lo moke
'tules.

Over-riding effecl.

Power io reryrove
difficulties.

, BY ORDER OF THE SPEAKER
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

G,M.UMAR FAROOQ. 
SECRETARY

PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

Karachi: Pr.inted at the Sindh Governmeit Press
To-tz-zttg


