PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH
NOTIFICATION
KARACHI, THE 20™ OCTORER, 2014.

NO.PAS/Legis-B~27 /2014-The following Bill is hereby published for gener_a]
information as required by Rule 98 of Rules of Procedure of Ene Pravincial
Assembly of Sindh.

THE SINDH SENIOR CITIZENS WELFARE BILL, 2014.

SINDH BILL NO. 27 OF 2014,

A
BILL
tn maxe provisions foo the weifare of senior gtizens of the
Provinge of Sindh,

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provisions for walfare  Preamble.
of the sspjor citizens of the Province of Sindh by providing them
suppurl for Improvement of their entire well-belng of the alcerly,
their participation in the soclety and to prowide for malles
ancilary theraio;

CHAPTER-IL
PRELIMINARY

It is hereby aqacted as Follows:-

1. {1} This Act may be caled the Sindh Senicr Tlers Welfare Short title, extent
het, 2014, ! and commencement.

o

RI.

It zhall extend on the wheole of the Arovince af Sindn.
{3} “tshail cdme Into force at once.

’R In this Act, unlgss there Is anytning repugrient to the Definitions.
subject or contaxk '

{2} “Councii® means the Councl establishec under
saciion 3,

it “dental services" means the cental services provwicadd
by the hospital, dlinic, ciscansary anc heslth care
centre controlied by Government;

{c) "geratric” means the cranch of medical sCERcE
devotad to the study of the biodglcal and pvysical
changes and the clseases of uld age;

{d} "Fund® means the Sem'or Citizens Weliare Furd
estabiisned under sectizn 12,

{e) “Govemment” means the Government of Sindh;

(f) “lodging establishment” means a auilding, edifoe,
structure, apartment or aouse induding tourlst Inn,
apartells, motorist hotel, anc pension houss engaged

" In cetering lasing or providing faciities o ransients,
tourists or traveliers;

(3] “medice! and health serdses” means a hospital
services, professional senvices of physicians and other
health care professiorals and  dizgrostics  and
lamaratory tests necessany for diagnesis or treztment
of ar iliness or Injury proviced n Governmert
nasgitals, clinics, dispensaries and health e centres;




L

“(h} “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under
this Act:

U} “senlar citizen” means a senlor citizen permanently
resident of the Province of Sirdh who s the age of
Sixty yaars or ahove:

) "senior citizen card" means the identification card
issued by the Councl to avail benefits anc privileges
as provided under this Act:

CHAPTER-II
SENIOR CITIZENS COUNCIL
3. (1) Government shall, by notification in the official Gazetre, Establishment of
establish 2 Councl for the welfare of the senior citizens which shall  Council.
consist of —

t Minister for Sazizl Welfare Chairperson
Departrment ; ;
(i) Two  Mambers of Previngal  Members
Assembly of SindH to he nominzted
by the Speaker of Sindn Assembly :
{iil) Secretary, Finance Department Member

(Iv) Secretary, Health Department Member
{v) Secretary, Local Government Member
Department :
(vi) Secretary, zakat and usher Member
Dapartmert

{vii) Secretary, Transport Deparimant Member
. (vili) Secretary, Food and Agriculture Member
Department e
(%) Secretary Bealth Department Member
(%) Two members from amongst ¢ Members
well know NGO's, one engzacd in '
the welfare of the Senior Citizens
and one from human rights
| (xi) Two sonicr  cibizens from  civil Members
-+ society, one of whem shall he 2
. retired Government officer and cre
busiressman
iy One  Retired  Sessions Judge or Member
Acditional Sessions Judge e
{xiii) Secretary, Socizl  Welfzre Member/
PDepartment Secretary
{2) The Councll shall be a body corparate, having
perpaetual succession gnd a common saal with the power
te acquire, hold and dispose of property both movable and
immovable, and shall by the sald name sue and be sued,

(3} The nheadguarters of lhe Council shzii be at
rerachi and it shall estasiish its offices at district |avel in
Sindh,



{4, The Councii may co-opt any person as a member for any
particular purpose, bul such person shall not have right of vote.

53 An official member appointed by virtue of his office shail
vedse to ba the member on vacating such office.

(8} A ron-official member shall hold office for a period of throo
years from the date of his appointment, and shall be eligible far
re-appeintmort for such duration as the Government may
determine. :

() A nen-oificial member may et any time, beforz the expiry
of Mis term, resign (rom his office, or be removed fom. office by
lhe Governrent witheut assigning any reasan.

{8) Any person appointed on a casual vacancy in the offlce of
rian-official member shall hold office for the unexpired pertion of
the term of sech vacanoy.

. Mo person shall oz or shall continue to be a
member who -

{a) is not acitizen of Pakistan; |
{0) is found a lunalic or becomes of un-sound
mind;

(c) is or at any time has been corvicted of an-

offerce invalving moral turpitude;
(d} is or has at any time been adjudicated

insolvent;
(e] is or has at any lime been disqualified Tor
smployvment in or . dismissed » from

Sovernment service;
(f) s acting in contravention of the provisions of
. this Acty : X :
(q) nas financal Intarest in any aspect cof the
Authority, ar has a conflice of Interest,
directly or inglractly, with the Authority.

S (L) subject Lo other provisions of this Act, the Coundil shall taxe
uch measures and perform such functions as may bes necessary
for weifare of the senicr citizens and Improving their well-being of
the elderly and participation in the socety.

{2) Without prejudice to the generalty of the foregoing
functions, the Councl shall -

(2} fomulate pulides for welfare and impraving the wel-being
of senipr dtizens;

{9} lssue the Senior Citizens Card by aroviding essential
services and benefits to the zenicr citizens;

{c) establish seniocr “citizens ladglng  estabiskmert,
homes for physical, Tenta, emotonzl, sacal and
economic well-being of s=niar citizens;

Disqualification of
membar.

Functions of the
Council.



(d) promote partdpaton of senior diizens in the national Iife
and use their knowledge, skills and experience In varlous
fields of life;

e} Jjaise with MNatonal and International Agencles and Non-
Governmental  Crganization  for  providing  financial
assigtance periodically n Improving of the well<being of
senior citizens;

(f) orevide free geriabric, medical and health servicas
wilh-free medidnes as prescibed by the respective
Medical Officer from  Government  dispensaries,
nospitals, medical centres;

(g) orovide assistance to the retirec senjer cltizen to get
nis peasionary henefits and other dues from the
concerned departments and aorganizations;

{h) provide twenty five percent concessicn im fares in
rozd transport and twenty five parcent discount on
purchase of goods, drugs, medicinas znd essental
commodities for his personal use end services
providec to him by the manufacturers, retailers,
service providers and professionals;

{i1 provide discount at recreation centres, cinemas,
lhealres, visiting places indluding hotels,- motzls,
resorts, - restautants, food peirts . anc  ledging
astaolishmeants;

(i) provide free services for funeral and burial on the
death ot senior citizen by the local council;

{k) provide exemption to the senior citizen from training
feas for socip-economic programmes;

{1 perform such other functions and exercise such
ather powers for echieving the objectives of this Act.

6. (1) The meetings of the Council shall be hald as and when
required by the Chairperson or in nis abgence, the Vice-
Chairperson at the time and place as the Chairperson or Vice
Chairperson, as the case may be; proviced that the r"'eetlr‘g shall
be held atleast onece in two meonths.

{21 Half of the total membearship of the Coundl shall corstitute
& quorum for a meetng of the Coundl.

{3) The members shall ‘have reascrable notice af the time and
place of the meeting and matiers ur which & decsior by the
Courcil shall be taken in such meeting.

{47 The derision of the Counci shall be taken by the maiority
of its members present and, in caze of a te, the member presiding

Meetings of the
l:uun_cil.



3 meeting shall have a casting vote.

(5) Al otders, determination and decision of the Board shal be
taken in writing and shall be sigred by the Secretary. -

T Govemnment may assign any other function to the Council
or for carrying out any activioy being essentlai and beneficial far
development and imorovement of weli-being of a senior citizen.

CHAPTER-III
ESTABLISHMENT OF OLDAGE HOMES

E. {1} Governmant shall establish and maintain such rumber of
cldage homes at accessible places, as it may ceem necessary, in a
phased manner, beginning with atleast one ir each district o
accommodate indigent senigr citizens in sucy Homes.

{2) Government shall grescribe scheme for management af
O'dage homes including the standards and variols types of
services to be provided by them which are necessary for medical
care and means of entertainment to inhabitants of such homes.

Explanation:- For the purpose aof this section, "ndigent”
means eny senior ctizen who has not having sufficient means of
ircame as may be determined by the Councii, from time to time.

{3} The District Social Welfare Officer shall be tha Incherge of

the O'd age homes

CHAPTER-IV '
PROVISION OF MEDICAL CARE OF SENIOR CITIZENS

9, Gavernment shall ensura that -
(i} Gowvernment hospitals or hospitals fundec fully or
partially by the Government shall provide beds for ali
senior cltizens as far as possible;

(i separate queues be arranged for serior citizons;

(I} facility For treatment of chronie, terminal, geriatric and
degenerative diseases:

{iviresearch activities for chronic elderly diseases and
aglng;

(v} earmark faciity for geratric patient in every district
Government hospital duly headed by a medical officer

with experience in gerlatric care;

(vi)establisament of senior cifzens day cere centres to

Delegation of Powers
by Government,

Establishment of old
age homes.

Powers and
Functions of
Government.



Avii) availability of special facilties in banks and saving
centres and special facilities in ticket counters;

(vili)exernption of senior citizen is exempted from payment
of any tax by any department, bank or institution on
thelr incemes and profits aarmad by the Senior Citizers;

(i} concession in fare of transport and recommendation of
concession In fairyticket of Rallways and PIA on
prescrived forms of said Organizations;

{x) arrange progremme for retraining and job arented skil!
treining for senior citlzers;

(xi)make provislon of Zakat funds and Baitul Mzal for
maintenance, medical and ether fnancial problems of
senior ciizens,

(%fl) concesslon of twenty percent on drugs and medicines
for treatment of age related finess senlor citizen;

(«iil)to make provisions of Benevolent Funds fo- special
needs of Serior citizer:

{x")t0 nbserve of International Senior Citizens Dranye;

(v} 0 provide opportunity to the senier ctizen in sharing
his expertise In defivering lecture, writing baok and
nominating for award of prize, medal, shield and
certificate in recegnition of services.

{xvito collect data of senior ctizens at Jnion Courcll level s

(xvii) to  support  the ~Non-governmental Organizations
working for the welfare of senior citizens;

(viii)to make provisions for wide publicity through public
madia including the television, radiv and print at
reguiar intervals regarding feclliies provicded to senlor
citizens under this Act: '

{(xix) to impert training to the officers of Government,
inciudirg police officers and members of the iudicial
service, sensitization and awareness on ‘he issues
relating to this Act;

(xx} for effective coorgination betwecn the senvices
: orovided .by the concerncd ministries or departments
dealing with law, home affairs, health and welfare, to
address the issues relating to the welfare of the senior
titzens and periodical review of the same is conducted.

10. (1) Government may confer such powers. and impose such  Implementation of
duties o & Deputy Commissicrer as may be necossary, to ensure  the provisions of this
that the orovislons of this Act are oroperly carried out.and the Act

L



Deputy Commissiansr may specity the officer subordinate to him
who shall exercise all or any of the powers, and perform all or ary
of the duties so conferrec or imposed and the local imits within
which sach powers and duties shall be carried out by the officers
85 may bc prescrbead,

(2} Government shall prescribe comprenensive action plan for
providing protection of life and property of senior citizens.

11. Where any senior citizen wha, after the commancement of
Lnis Act, has trarsferred by way of gift or otherwise, his property,
subject to the condition that the transferee shall provide the basis
amenities and basic ohysical needs to the transferor and such
transferee refuses or falls to orovide such amenities and prysical
rieeds, the said transfer of proparty shall be deemed to have been
made by fraud or coercion or under undue infuence and shai. at
the cption of the transferar be declared vaid by Government.

12, (1) There shall be established a Furd to' be known as the
Serior Clhizers Welfare Fund.

(2} The Fund shall be utilzed for all activiies rejating to
welfsre of senior citizens and improwving their well-being 'n the
sactely,

{3} The sources of the Fund shall Include the sLm of monzy
allocated by the Government, grants-in-ai¢ from mulli-latera: and
bilateral doncrs, national or [ntermztione  organizations, lacal
councils, civil society or from amy other source. '

4} The Couwncl shall, with the approvel of Government, Inyast
the Fund in any scheme induding’ Gowernment securities for
raising funds,

(5} The Fund shall be managed and operater.'ln the manner
as may be orescribed

13. Tne Furd shall be maintained 'n accordance with [he rues
and shall be auditable annuzly through Audilur General of
Pakistan and the report of the audited accourits shall be presented
to Govarnment.

CHAPTER- V
QFFENCE AND PROCEDURE FOR TRIAL

14, Any person who refuses to honor the senior citizen card
issued by the Council or violates any provision of this Act, shall be
punished with rigorous imprisonment not |ess Lhan one yaar bt
mot more than three years or fine which may extend to [irty
thousand rupees or wits both.

15.  Whosver, having the cara anc prolection of senicr citizen
including famiiy member and spouce, ledves such serior citizen in
ary place with the intentivn of wholly sbandaning such senior
citizan, shall be punishabie with imprisanmert of either cescription
far thres months or fine.

Transfer of property
to be void in certain
circumstances.
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16. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of
criminal Procedure, 1898, every affence under this Act shall be
cognizable and bailable. :

(2" An offence under this Act shall be triad summarily oy a
Judiclal Magistrate of First Class.

CHAPTER-VI
MISCELLANEOUS

i7. The officers authorized o do certaln thing or act in certain
manner shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning of
cection 21 of the Pakistan Senal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1850).

1B. Mo suit, orosecution and other lega. nroceedings shall lle
against Goverrment, Councll ar a7y local autherity in respect of
anything which is dona in good faith or intended ko be done in
oursuance of this Act 2nd 2y rules or ardars mace thereunder,

10 Goverrmernt maoy, by notification in the officiai Gazeite,
make rules for carrying out the purpases of this Act,

20. . If any difficulty arises in giving effect to any of the
provisians of this Act, Government may make such order not
inconsistert with the provisions of this Act Tor removing the
difficulty.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASQNS

In order to make provision far welfare of the senior cltizens
in recognizing their rignts to take proper piace in the sdclety by
oroviding them fuli suppor: for Improvement of their entirg well-
being of the elderly and participation In soclety with consideration
that the senior.cibzens ere ntegral part of the society, it i5
expedient to enact a law in the matter. ;

Tre Bill se=ks to achieve the above oiject.
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MEMBER-IN-CHARGE

G.M.UMAR FAROOQ
SECRETARY
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH



