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THE SINDH LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION AND SUCCESSION
CERTIFICATES ACT, ZO21

SINDH ACT NO, VII OF 2021.

I\N
ACT

ru 11, uvid€ for an efficacious and speedy
rrtcc/ranr.snr far issuance of lelters of Administration and

. Succession Cerflflcates.

WHEREAS it is cxpedicnt to provide for arr
efficacior.ts and speeciy mechanlsm for facilitating
issuance oF Letters of Administration and Succession
Certificates, aimcd at providing transparent and
expedi'.rous relicf in thc Province of Sindh;

It is hereby enactedras follorvs,-

1. (1) Ihis Act may be called the Sindh Letters of short title,
Administration and Succession Certificates Act, 2021. extent and

cornmencement.
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Definitions.

(2) It shall extend to the rvhole of the Province of
SinrJh.

(3) This Act or any part thereof shall csnre into force
on such dates as Government may. by notification ln thc-
offjciei Gazette, appoint.

2, ln lhls Act, unless there is any'thing repugnant in the
subject o:- contcxt, -

(a) "Authority" means the National Database and
RegistraLion Authority (NADRA) established
under section 3 of the Ordinance;

(b) "controversy" includes an objcction by legal
heirs or by any claimant of legal heirship, any
dispute nhich may arise in establishing the
identity of iegal heirs which is not resolvable
by the Authority or any situation, matter or
event requiring adjudication or rccording of
cvidence or r,vhere at least one of the legal
heirs is a minor;

(c) "Government" means lhc Governmcnt of
Sindit;

(d)

(e)

"legal heir"
entitlement
deceased;

"Ordinance"
Registration
2000);

' means a person who has
to a share in the property of the

rneans the National Database and
Authority Ordlnance, 2000 (VlI of

Issuance of
Letters of
Administration
or Succession
Certificatei,

Establishment
of Succession
Facilitation
Unit.

(f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules; and

(g) "rules" means the rules n'lade under this Act,

3. Notwithstanding arrything containecj tn any other
lal for the lime being in force, the Authority may issue
Letters of Administration or Succession Certificates, as
the case may be, to the legal heirs of a deceased in
respect of movable or immovable property, in
accordance with the Family Registration Certificate
maintained by the Authority.

4. (1) The Authority shall establish a Succession
Facilitation Unit for the purpose of receipt, processing
and assessment of applications for grant of Letters of
Administration and Succession Certificates.

(2) For the purpose of sub-section (1), the Authority
rnay notify and or its existing offices as Succession
Facilitation Unit al such place or piaces as it may deem
appropriate.
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(3) The Authority may, from time to time, appoint
o{ficers, staff, experts, consultants, advisers and other
employees, on such terms and conditions as it may deem
fit, for the purpose of carrying functions under this Act.

5. The Succession Facilitation Unii shall perform the
follorving functions, namely: -

(a) receive applications for grant of Letters of
Administration and Succession Certificates, as
the case may be, from legal heirs of the
deceased or their legal counsel;

(b) process and assess the applications by way of
a summary enquiry as prescribed, and in
case of any controversy arnongst,the legal
heirs decline to assess the lapplications for
filing afresh beiore the appropriate forurn in
accordance rvith tire provisions of the
Succession Act, 1925 (XXXIX of 1925) or
any othe r applicable lan,;

(c) main:ain an on ine f,ortat providrng for
updaled record oi' lhe Letters of
Adminislraijon and Succession Ccrtificatcs
issued in the Province of Sindn, under ihis
Acr; ar^d

(d ) Cischarge or pe;-form such iunctioi'ts as are
incidental, anciliary or necessary foi- carrying
out the pui-poses oi this Act.

5. (1) An application for grant of Letter of Adminisiration
or- Succession Certificate, as thc case may be, shall be
made to the Aulhority by the iegal heirs or their"legal
counsel:

Provided that the legal heirs may also authorize
in the prescribed form issued by the Authority, one
amcngst thernselves, to act on behali of all other legal
heirs, ior the purpose of filing an application under this
A^!

(2) An application may be filed in the notifled olflce
of the Authority vrithin whose jurisdiction the deceased
ordinarily resided at the time of his death or within
ll'hose jurisdiction any property or asset of the deceased
is located .

(3) The iolior^.,ing documents shall be appended
alongr,^rith the aPPlication : -

(a) death certificate of the deceased;

{b) list of the legal heirs and copies of their
national identity cards;

functions of the
Succession
Facilitation Unit,

Application fo1
Letters of
Administration
or Succession
Certificates.
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an authorization in lhe prescribed form by the
legai heirs in favour of the applicant as
pro'.,rded in provisc to suD-secticn (1); anC

details of movable and immovable propedy
in respect of y.ririch the Letter of
Administration or Successicn Certiflcate is
applied lor,

(4) \!ithin fourteen (14) days of the receipt of the
application, a notice to the general public shail be
published on. a web portal to be maintained by the
Authority and one notice each in English, Urdu and Sindhi
language daily newspaper of wide circulation.

(5) Where no objection or claim is received within
fourteen days of the publication of notice, the Authority
shall. in any of its notifled office, obtain the bio-metric
verification of the appllcant and all the legal heirs:

Provided that where bio-meirics of a legal heir rs

not vcrified, the Authority may require him to appear in
person before ihe Authority bn a date flxed by the
Autirority:

Provided further that the Authority may resoft to
any other modern device lvith a view to satisfying itseif
as to the identity of any legal heir,

Explanation.- The bio-metric verification can be
undertaken at any notified office r,vithin Pakistan or
abroad.

(6) Upon satisfactory completion of rhe codal
formalities mentioned in this section, the applicant shall
appear before the Authority on a date fixed by it,
rvhereafter the Authority shall issue the Letter of
Administration or Succession Certificate, aS the case may
be, in favour of all legal heirs of deceased with details of
thelr respective shares as provided in the personal larry oi
such leqal heirs:

Provided that all the codal formalities shall be
completed and Letter of Administration or Succession
Certificate, as the case may be. shall be issued by the
Authority rvithin fourteen days after the notice period
mentioned under sub-section (5) has elapsed.

(7) The Letters oF Administration or Succession
CertiFicates issued unrier this Act shall have the same
eifect as if the same have been issued under the
Succession Act, 1925 (XXXIX of 1925).

(c)

(d)
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7. Letters of Administration and Succession Certiflcates
shall be issued in the forms prescribed by the Authority'

S. (1) Any person objecing to !-etters of Administration
or Succession Certificates, as the case may be, after the
issuance of lhe Letters of Adrninistration or Succession
Ceniilcates by the Auihority, may seek remedies
available under aily other applicable law, lvithin thirty
days against the decision of the Authority by riling an
appeal or application/ as the case may be, before the
couft of c0mpettnt jurisdiction.

9. (1) The Authcriiy may charge the prescr.ibed fees or
olher sums for its services under this Act including the
sums incurred on publication of pubiic notice.

(2) The charges or sums received under sub-section
(1) shall be credited to the National Databese and
Registration Authority's Fund established under section
24 oi the Ordinance.

10. No Court shall exercrse jurisdiction till such time the
Authority decline to process the appiication for issuance
of the Letters of Administration or Succession
Certificates, by the legal heirs or their legal counsel.

11, The provisions in relation to oftences, penaities and
trial mentioned in Chapter IX oi the Ordinance shall
apply mutatis mutandis under this Act.

12. The provisions of .this Acl shall have elrect
notwithstanding anything conteined in any other law for
the time being in force.

13. Government, ffiBy, by notiflcation in the official
Gazetie, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this
A rl'

Forms of Letters
of Administration
and Succession
Certificates.

Objeetion to the
Letters of
Administration
and Succession
Certificates.

Fee and cosfs.

Bar of
jurisdiction.

Penalty, offences
and trial.

Act to override
other laws.

Power to make
rules.
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